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I. ADRA Presentation

The Adventist Development and Relief Agency, ADRA acro-
nym, is an organization not gouvernementale humanita-
rian and development established by the 7th Day Adven-
tist Church in the USA since 1956.

 
Since 1982, ADRA DRC has been contributing to the develop-
ment of local communities and individuals, understanding and 
addressing the root causes of poverty and promoting participa-
tory development to ensure equal opportunities for all. Areas of 
activity include food security, emergency management, water, 
sanitation and hygiene, primary health care, nutrition and edu-
cation.
The Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) created 
by the Seventh-day Adventist Church has a way of following 
Christ’s example of serving and caring for those in need. In 
simple terms, ADRA improves the lives of people around the wor-
ld.The agency looks for deprivation, social injustice and need, 
and then works to eliminate it. ADRA invests in the potential of 
individuals through advocacy, family support, health promotion, 
food and water provision, livelihoods and emergency response.

Over time, ADRA has spread across the globe reaching more 
than 140 countries. The international headquarters is based in 
Washington DC in the United States of America.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo the national office is based 
in Kinshasa with 4 branches in Mbandaka, Lubumbashi, Goma 
and Kindu (administrative offices). Each antenna manages seve-
ral field offices (Project Execution Office ). 
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HISTORY
ADRA is an agency that has evolved in time and space. Be-
low is its evolutionary history .

In 1956 The «   Seventh-day Adventist Welfare 
Service   ( SAWS ) was established by the Adventist Church 
to provide humanitarian relief. SAWS had distributed aid 
shipments, such as food and clothing, to areas of the world 
where great disasters were taking place.

In 1962 Organization began to extend its assistance 
from disaster relief to the implementation of programs lea-
ding to long-term development.

In 1973 « Seventh-day Adventist Welfare Service  
(SAWS) is become «  Seventh-day Adventist World 
Service   ( SAWS )

In 1983 SAWS will undergo another name change 
that better reflects the scope of its mission and activities, and 
thus becomes «   Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency   ( ADRA )

The establishment of ADRA as a humanitarian agency has en-
abled the organization to access funding from philanthropic 
agencies and governments. The working ADRA has grown 
rapidly with the implementation of major programs in several 
countries with a particular emphasis on community develop-
ment, food distribution, and relief in disaster situations.

In 1997 The Agency has been elevated to «   Gene-
ral Consultative Status  By the United Nations, a unique 
opportunity to give ADRA one more voice in the international 
community.

Faced with new challenges and growing needs, 
ADRA continues to provide great efforts to ful-
fill its mission of reflecting God’s love through 
acts of compassion and humanitarian service.

The NGO ADRA has set a mission to work for all people in 
need especially the most vulnerable (women, children, re-
fugees, displaced and returned, people elderly, persons with 
disabilities) to save lives and improve their quality, regardless 
of racial, ethnic, political or religious affiliation while respec-
ting human dignity.

The ADRA Mission 
can be summed up 
in five points   :
1. Actively support communities in need through a range 
of humanitarian and development activities planned and 
implemented in a participatory and collaborative man-
ner   with the beneficiary community;

2. Provide assistance in emergency or chronic crisis si-
tuations by involving those who are affected to find long-
term solutions;

3. Work through community associations with those in 
need to achieve positive and lasting change in commu-
nities;

4. Promote and expand women’s inclusion and partici-
pation in the development process   ;

5. Support and assist communities in need so that they 
can develop their capacity to maintain and manage na-
tural resources and their environment.   The assistance 
provided by the NGO ADRA to the needy is possible 
thanks to the donors through multiple funding mecha-
nisms and by own funds.

The vision is to ensure a better quality of service, 
transparency in the management mechanism, 
bring positive and lasting change to people / 
communities in need and broaden our fields 
of action in order to set up cross-border pro-
grams thanks to the ADRA network and other 
potential partners.
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The actions of ADRA DRC extend to the very impor-
tant programs of support to groups of people in dif-
ficulty. Genesis ADRA up to date, the agency said 
more than 110 emergency response throughout 

the DRC, including in the province of Kinshasa, through 
the distribution of student shoes and she came supports 
the TMI , an evangelical program in search of the gains of 
souls. In his program over at least 12,507,106 people 
benefited from ADRA’s contribution as well as 523,642 
assisted households . The programs address the 
needs identified in the affected areas and targeted.

II. ADRA action since 
time to date
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Interventions ADRA focus in 5 areas, from 2011, this interna-
tional NGO explains the great achievements at his expense   :

- Nutrition : A supply of nutritional food assistance. The 
best means and opportunity for families of malnourished child-
ren cultivate good care and prevent malnutrition. ADRA offers 
affected people the nutrition they need to not only survive, but 
to thrive. 140,180 moderate acute malnourished children and 
47,140 severe acute malnourished children in care in the

malnutrition prevention program for children from under 5 years 
without yet counted 379,101 people attended century inclu-
ding pregnant women and nursing women.

III. The Grand century 
achievements / Events
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- Primary Health Care : ADRA ensured to 
promote health through the reduction of incidents of horrible 
diseases and improving sanitation and access to drinking 
water, ADRA helps prevent many common medical problems 
affecting communities. 4,911,179 people are taken care of 
in health facilities that are equipped century medical equip-
ment, essential drugs, cholera kits, personal hygiene kit

etc .., children have benefited in this program of vaccination 
against measles to more than 1,322,819 children vaccinated 
throughout the DR Congo. In the face of the cholera epidemic, 
13,348 people treated in units and treatment centers against 
cholera .
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- Food Safety : the best ways to lift people out of 
the cycle of poverty at Consist the provision of livelihoods. 
Thanks to food seed distributions, half-ration distribution 
with farming tools and in support of community training, 
ADRA has given 36,304 male and female households the 
opportunity to provide for themselves and their families.
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- Water Hygiene and Sanitation :  Fol-
lowing emergencies such as famines, epidemics and inondations 
where thousands of people need basic necessities. ADRA strives 
to get them back on track by not only responding quickly, but by 
providing assistance with the construction of handpump drilling, 
water well sanitation and chlorification of water points, latrine 
construction, at this level of interventions 272,209 households 
visited these facilities.

- Education : Access, equity in quality educa-
tion has allowed more of 778,000 students 
to join in a good learning environment. 
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IV.  The radiance
of ADRA
A sitting immediate humanitarian tance for the affec-

ted people is in place to improve their living condi-
tions. Let’s start from this situation of the crises that 
struck the DRCongo as an illustration in the Ka-

sai region, a crisis that occurred following a violent upri-
sing by the Kamuina militian Nsapu in Kasai Central in 
2016, which spread throughout the region causing mas-
sive displacement of people, human rights violations and 
destruction of basic social infrastructure while amplifying 
humanitarian needs. For some areas in the Kasai region, 
they have been severely affected by the crisis, resulting in 
massive population displacements, a significant number of 
protection incidents, economic destruction, socio-economic 
infrastructure, subsistence;demonstrates a significant need 
for humanitarian support.
 
The people affected in the Zones d’Interventions lived in food 
insecurity, the major needs are met by displaced households 
and the returnees found their shelters burnt. Few of these people 
can build shelter themselves. Returned to households and moved 
lost the vast majority of household items they had before the 
crisis. Some households have suffered theft and looting of their 
property. Access to water was a major challenge in these areas. 
The crisis has been accentuated on the problems of access to 
water, food security, nutrition, education, primary health care 
because the populations have partially lost their means Food 
security provisions, in water storage, reducing the quantities 
transported and consumed each day while increasing the risk 
of water contamination. In the various localities visited, there is 
a lack of latrines. 5 to 6 households use an unhygienic latrine 
and do not offer all the conditions of privacy and security. Lastly, 
with regard to waste management, the populations make very 
little use of the pits and a large part of the waste is thrown in 
the bush or on the street. In almost every school, students relieve 
themselves in the bush. The schools were affected (of schools 
destroyed, looted or burned) with the result, a dropout at pri-
mary and secondary levels. Several factors have contributed to 
increasing food insecurity: the loss of growing seasons, scarcity 
of seeds and agricultural tools.

This worrying situation has been the prerogative of ADRA which 
is consistent with its mission oriented to urgent actions.

The exploratory mission led by ADRA has allowed collecting 
information on several needs in different sectors and humanita-
rian priorities in food security sectors,  Health care, Water and 
Sanitation Hygiene nutrition and protection. Discussions with 
stakeholders in the zones provided an overview of needs to de-
fine humanitarian priorities in targeted areas. To meet these im-
mense humanitarian needs, she comes to the rescue to affected 
populations in the DRC through different packages of activities 
implemented.

- For the Primary Health 
Care sector:
ADRA Contributes to the reduction in morbidity and excess mor-
tality in the general disease and epidemic potential in particular 
(cholera, measles) among the displaced people and their host 
families. The same response to this sector ADRA: (i) Strengthen 
the technical capacity of health care workers and community 
workers ; ii) caters structures care kit Medicinal and basic medi-
cal equipment; (iii) free basic health care for displaced persons 
and foster families, including surgical medical emergencies and 
referral of cases. This care is often supplemented by mobile cli-
nics; and IV) supports epidemiological surveillance.
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- Regarding nutrition: To Reduce Custom nutritio-
nal emergency, adequately support of the care of children under 
5 years with the SAM is assured through the reinforcement of 
the capacities of the structures of charges which will be reha-
bilitated. These structures  were supplied with nutrient inputs 
equipements anthropometric, Drugs for complications. So that 
this minimum package that is integrated into these care struc-
tures also enhances resilience apart from saving lives, preven-
tion through immunization of children’s diseases, prevention of 

malaria through the use of impregnated mosquito nets. Mana-
gement of moderate acute malnourished children is adapted so 
that the children are cured malnutrition maintained in the pro-
gram until reaching the exit criteria hooting support Integrated 
Acute Malnutrition.

FROM ADRA GENESIS

15



FROM ADRA GENESIS

www.adradrcongo.org16



www.adradrcongo.org

- From the point of view of food security : Agri-
cultural production is revived and improved in quality and 
quantity. Households currently benefit from the distribution 
of agricultural inputs (food seed kits, market gardening 
kits and agricultural tools) in the protection and restora-
tion of their livelihoods and awareness of malnutrition and 
cooking demonstrations. These households have lost their 
property, through the actions of ADRA, they are endowed 
with essential household items and some begin to restore 
their livelihood.
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- Water, Hygiene and Sanitation 
(WASH) : The capacity of community workers and commu-
nity associations are strengthened century for resilience; access 
to drinking water through the manual drilling of water wells is 
improved as well as the development of sources; the hygiene 
and sanitation is improved through the construction of household 
latrines, public, incinerators, and distribution of  Wash Kits en-
sured in households severely acute malnourished children;

communication / sensitization on good hygiene practices 
and key family practices (community awareness on the pre-
vention of diarrheal diseases, for behavioral change). Re-
turned households, displaced persons and host households 
are assisted by reconstruction or rehabilitation of their shel-
ters and latrines;
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Beyond, crises including disasters, floods and others. The sa-
tisfaction of affected populations is immense. Today ADRA 
Through these interventions, she has been closer to these be-
neficiaries not only with the assistance but in fulfilling, the 
Gospel of Christ, that of winning souls and granting those 
who were unemployed to be self-sufficient.
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In keeping with the mission of ADRA, humanitarian aid pro-
vided has not only stopped at the Kasai region but also in 
the 16 provinces (Kasai -Central, Kasai, Maniema, 
South Kivu, North Kivu, Sankuru Tshopo Lua-

laba North Ubangi, Tanganyika, Upper Katanga, 
Ecuador, Kongo Central and Kinshasa ) , which these 
programs continue to implement . This is radiation in the eyes 
of the affected population, turned and moved and even re-
fuged.

True Story to Success of 
the Great Actions imple-
mented by ADRA in DRC

Kasaï Emergency Food Assistance Project «KEFA», 
Province of Kasaï; in the city of Tshikapa., Testi-
mony of Mr Joseph KONDE, residing in the village 
Katshiongo 22 km from the city of Tshikapa

1 year after my displacement in my home village, caused 
by the armed conflicts that have arisen since 2016 in the 
Kasai region, in search of shelter, Me and my family we 
were stuck with a problem to feed ourselves appropriately 
due to the loss of my material possessions and resources that 
I produced in the fields. This conflict to cause a movement 
of the populations of which I am part today. The village of 
Katshiongo has welcomed us and we are currently living in 
a family that has given us a roof.

Food insecurity has settled; At this event and the loss of pro-
perty, the meal is no longer convenient, children are more 
vulnerable to malnutrition. To reduce this famine among IDPs 
and foster families, the NGO ADRA with its partners Cana-
dian Foodgrains Bank and ADRA CANADA had to 
make distributions of food consisting of three commodities 
in our favor. For 3 months we received from ADRA food, 
and since this initiative was placed in the health AREA, our 
families are comfortably fed. We thank ADRA as well as the 
donors for this encouraging idea in the field of humanitaria-
nism because while we were fleeing our homes many of us 
died on the road due to the unbearable famine. We suggest 
to donors that they do so in order to fight famine ».

Success story of the project to strengthen the re-
silience of populations affected by food insecurity 
and malnutrition, the influx of Central African re-
fugees, floods and epidemics in the territory of 
Bosobolo, North-Ubangi Province/ Humanitarian 
Fund

  

« We are so happy to see this pump in our village, since the 
pump was installed and officially opened, it has helped a lot 
of people in the village. He brought us so much joy because 
before the existence of this pump all the inhabitants of the 
village raveled a long distance of more than two kilometers 
each day to get water. 

The fact that we have drinking water available permanently 
to improve some of our living conditions and makes us more 
comfortable in the villages. In any case we are in joy. We 
thank ADRA and the people who donated money to do this 
work. Our request is to see in different districts of Bili the 
installation of several other boreholes to facilitate access to 
water ».  
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ADRA share the same vision for DRC with all donors we have partnered with 
and the government of DRC through their Ministries. One of the roles of ADRA 

in DRC is to support country regarding her National Sanitary Development 
Policy which is integrated in all intervention sectors. This policy is also in line 

with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).


